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Nome-Beltz Esports team wins
State Competition… Again!
By Paris Hebel

This last Wednesday, the Nome-Beltz Esports competed
and won in the state finals for a video game called Rocket
League. The easiest way to explain Rocket League is a game of
soccer played by rocket-powered cars. In this game, players
can drive, jump, fly, and everything in between, all of which
the Nanooks have mastered.
The varsity Esports team, consisting of Bode Leeper,
Parker Kenick, and Calvin Fry, have gone undefeated in their
set matches with a record of 8-0. Set matches in the regular
season were best of five, and each game lasted for five
minutes. Bode Leeper says, “working together and chemistry is
important” to be so successful. Teamwork is an essential aspect
of Rocket League. Bode says
the biggest hurdle for the team this year was, “the loss of our teammate Sans. It is difficult
because changing members is a tough adjustment.” This roster change mixed up the team's
chemistry, but it wasn’t enough to stop the Nanooks.
The Nanooks dominated in the playoff tournament where the sixteen best teams in Alaska
went against each other. In this tournament, the set matches were best of seven, and the
Nanooks beat a Nulato team and two teams from Colony high school to get to the finals. They
faced off with the North Pole Patriots in the finals, where the Nanooks beat them in the first
three games without losing a single point. The Patriots attempted to turn the set around by
winning the next two games, but the Nanooks stopped them by winning game six and taking
the title of state champs. Parker Kenick’s amazing defense was especially notable in the first
half of the series, and Bode Leeper’s great offense took game six for the Nanooks. Calvin Fry’s
performance was the most consistent on the team and provided the support necessary to win.
This victory now makes the Nome-Beltz Nanooks back-to-back state champs in the game of
Rocket League.

The Value of Perspective
By Colin McFarland

The importance of perspective is something that is often understated. Perspective is frequently talked about in the
context of empathy and kindness, but in this article, I’d like to focus more on the value of the many diverse minds around us.
And fit it all in the tiny word limit Ms. Albertson gives me.
The benefit of multiple perspectives on any challenging subject matter cannot be overstated, however, it is often
overlooked. This can present itself in many situations. One can lose themselves in their arrogance, believing that they know
everything and their process is perfect. Within their mind, it may even be justifiable, not deserving of the title ‘arrogance.’ This
is because the human mind can only know so much. This person may hold a very strong belief because the existence of the one
thing disproving it hasn’t even presented itself in their lifetime. Or conversely, a goal may seem unattainable in the limited
world of one mind, that goal merely a dream, because the life they have lived hasn’t yet shown the physical possibility of a path
to that goal existing. Both of these situations are people being held back by one thing. The rather large drawback of being a
human is we can only live one life. We live one life with one path that introduces us to only so many things. The experience of
one mind cannot contain all of the answers.
But there is a solution to this drawback, one we all know but forget the importance of from time to time. Something that
gets easier and easier to access every day in our day and age. The perspectives and experiences of the many. Sure, you can only
hold so much experience, you can only know so much. But multiply your one brain, one person possibility for knowledge by
about 7.9 billion and you have a vision that is closer to reality. Because in juxtaposition to the drawback of living one life, the
population of humanity is unimaginably diverse and expansive. All 7.9 billion of those people have lived separate, unique lives
holding separate and unique perspectives. Because their paths have been completely different, so is the wiring of their brains.
Running a problem through your mind may be like running it through a convoluted maze without any clear easy solutions, but
running that same problem by someone else may produce answers you didn’t or couldn’t have even considered. A convoluted
maze becomes a straight, direct path.
Opinions are likely the truest and best example of humanity’s diverse thoughts. Arguments and viewpoints often seem
bulletproof, and like I said, in the world of one mind justifiably so. However, experiences and thoughts you couldn’t have
expected smash through your steel wall of an argument with ease. Once your wall is destroyed, you can rebuild it with your new
info. Stronger, much stronger. The insight into another’s mind can highlight a whole new process of thinking for you.
Something that could be a stark improvement. Holding an open mind can only spawn greatness.

New Grading System at NBHS? (pt.3)
By Karis Evans

In the past two editions of the Nanook News I wrote about the letter-based grading system used at Nome-Beltz and if it
was beneficial for our students. If you have not read them yet, I would definitely recommend reading them before you read this
article because they include interviews with teachers, and why we use this grading system in the first place. Writing these
articles made me realize that I believe Nome-Beltz should incorporate a more accurate way of capturing students' academic
potential, rather than using a letter-based grading system. I think putting more time into a less categorized system would be
favorable for our students because it can make us more successful and motivated. Being put into one category that states
whether you’re ‘successful’ or not is degrading, so what can we do to change this?
First of all, we can start narrative grading, which is when teachers write feedback on the learners about what they need to
work on, whether or not they’re learning, while still having tests that can reflect what a student knows. This would allow
teachers, parents, and students to know where they are in a class and what they can work on to be more successful. Or, we can
try mastery grading which is when students are rated as ‘masters’ or ‘passers’ which is used until their accomplishments reach a
defined level. This way of grading is not negative at all and could be beneficial for our learning experience and mental health.
Looking at an ‘F’ every day is extremely stressful and makes one feel unsuccessful.
Even if we don’t completely eliminate the letter-based grading system we use today, I feel that adding one of these types
of grading systems would be beneficial to our student's education. As we continue to advance in education, I hope our grading
system will evolve and become more realistic. I am excited to see what the future holds for the next generations of Nome-Beltz
Middle High School students.

Best Christmas Playlist!

Best Last Minute
Christmas Gifts

By Caden Hanebuth

Do you need a Christmas playlist for this year? If so,
there’s a playlist called “Christmas Hits” on Spotify, but if
you don’t have Spotify I have 15 songs for you here.
Christmas is a time of joy and giving. Get in a good mood by

By: Cameron Minix

Are you searching for a great Christmas gift idea?
Look no further, for I have found a list for everyone in
your life. Check it out!

listening to this playlist every morning. Don’t be like The
Grinch, be the happy little student you really are. Merry

The Person:

The Gift:

Christmas!

A significant other

Jewelry, money, anything
homemade (it is heart felt),
clothes, flowers, chocolates,
shoes,

Bestfriend

Food, money, pictures of you
guys together, clothing, shoes, gift
cards (as long as they aren't
cheap), phone case (maybe
matching ones),

Co-worker

Gift cards, cards, flowers, notes,
candles, hot chocolate, bath
bombs,

Family member

A coffee mug with a slogan or a
picture, concert tickets (if you can
afford it), merch,

Classmate

Pens (the good kind), snacks, a
sweater, a homemade card, masks
(a cool and protective one), school
supplies (cute school supplies).

Song

Artist

Last Christmas

Wham!

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot like Michael Buble
Christmas
Mistletoe

Justin Bieber

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of
the Year

Andy Williams

Holly Jolly Christmas

Michael Buble

Feliz Navidad

Jose Feliciano

All I Want for Christmas Is You

Mariah Carey

Santa Tell Me

Ariana Grande

Sleigh Ride

The Ronettes

Jingle Bell Rock

Bobby Helms

Rockin’ Around The Christmas
Tree

Brenda Lee

Let It Snow, Let It Snow, Let It
Snow

Dean Martin

Santa Claus Is Coming to Town

Michael Buble

Underneath the Tree

Kelly Clarkson

Here Comes Santa Claus

Elvis Presley

January 6 Analysis - Part 2 - Op-Ed
By Lizzy Hahn

For the prequel of this story, refer to the previous edition of the Nanook News (#45) where I explain the events of
January 6th, 2021.What led to the January 6 insurrection was the lie that Donald Trump had won the 2020 presidential election;
“Trumpies” (Trump and his allies) started this lie and planned to make sure Trump got the votes to win the election. “To
preserve his hold on power, Trump spent the weeks since Election Day promoting falsehoods about voting problems in Georgia
and five other states, successfully persuading tens of millions of his supporters to believe a lie — that the election was stolen
from him, and from them” (WashingtonPost.com). This lie became a reality for Trumpies once his allies began to back it.
Trumpies Lindsey Graham, Steve Bannon, Rudy Juliani were among those who said the 2020 election was stolen from
Trump. “Mr. Flynn attended a meeting in the oval office on Dec. 18, 2020, in which participants discussed seizing voting
machines, declaring a national emergency, invoking certain national security emergency powers, and continuing to spread false
messages that the 2020 election was tainted by widespread fraud, the committee said” (NYTimes.com). Trumpies tried to figure
out all the possibilities to turn the results from the election in their favor. Trump knew of his loss but propagated the falsehood
of his win. The riot on January 6th was Trump's supporters' way of showing that they believed the lie.
Trumpies knew that the insurrection was going to happen. Steve Bannon said, “All hell is going to break loose tomorrow
[January 6]. Just understand this. All hell is going to break loose tomorrow. It's gonna be moving. It's gonna be quick” (Steve
Bannon Podcast). Trump and his supporters participated in blatant corruption and are now getting subpoenas from the January 6
Committee.
If you would like to watch the New York Times’ investigation into the January 6 insurrection, please watch the following
video (disclaimer: contains violent imagery and language):
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/30/us/jan-6-capitol-attack-takeaways.html

Cancel Culture Vs. “Real” Progression
By Sara Bioff

What is cancel culture? You might have heard this line from kids jokingly “canceling”
someone for doing something controversial. This term has been attributed to the apps Twitter and
TikTok. It basically means that people or popular creators get attacked and/or shunned from society
for what some may describe as “offensive behavior.” It could be for various reasons: political views,
derogatory diction, or for more recent times, partying during a pandemic. The motive is to make a
proactive society; however, there are some definite consequences of doing it this way.
Ever since cancel culture, the movement towards bettering society has become increasingly difficult for many different
reasons. For one, it has become a jest for youth to share their complaints because it is viewed as part of the TikTok agenda.
Cancel culture undervalues everything true progression takes. For one, communication is key. Understanding what people are
saying is important, and sadly that value has been lost due to stereotypes. Pro tip: even if you disagree with someone, hear them
out to get the whole perspective before making a decision on what you think. It also falls under the theme of mob mentality, not
knowing all the facts but following the crowd. People take advantage of that, which is why our society should emphasize doing
the research before anything.
The world is full of corrupt people who will take advantage of your knowledge. No matter what, we should be proud of
our youth for wanting to better society and getting involved! There are dangers to cancel culture, and understanding where it
goes wrong in some areas can help our future generations make progress. We got this, guys.

New Year’s and
Lunar New Year’s

Will Spider-Man: No Way Home
be Bigger than Endgame?

Cathy Nguyen

By Jeremiah Miller

New Year’s is right around the corner as well as Lunar

By now, you have seen all the hype for Spider-Man: No

New Year’s; what’s the difference between the two? First off,
the days that are
celebrated. New Year’s
happens on the 1st of
January while Lunar New
Year’s is celebrated on
the 1st of February. Lunar
New Year is usually
celebrated for a week or
at max 15 days because it marks a very important day to
Asians.
Usually, during this time of celebration, most families
will undergo a very strict diet of no meat or any sort of animal
blood-related food; in other words, people go vegan. People
follow this tradition because eating meat or ingesting blood
would mean that they have bloodied their hands and that their
soul is one of the demons. During this celebration people are
trying to look good for their Gods and Goddesses, hence the
no meat or blood ingesting. This brings me to the use of the
color red and the use of gold/fake gold. Red is believed to be
the color that brings good fortune, so on the first day of Lunar
New Year’s we wear red and put up red decorations around
workplaces and homes. Yellow and gold are known for
bringing in glory and prosperity, so people buy flowering
trees that are either yellow or pink, which represents joy.
New Year’s, as it’s stated, is to celebrate the beginning
of the New Year and what is to come. Lunar New Year’s is to
celebrate the arrival of Spring and to celebrate the Lunisolar
Calender’s New Year. This celebration is not well known in
the US, however, it is often celebrated in Asian countries like
China, South Korea, and Vietnam. With it being celebrated
throughout other Asian countries, Lunar New Year is also
known as Spring Festival, Chunjie, Tet, and Seollal.

Way Home. Many are claiming it to be the biggest
movie of the year, with villains from past
Spider-Man movies coming back and the
Multiverse being confirmed. Fans everywhere
have been predicting since before the movie was
announced that Tobey Maguire or Andrew
Garfield's Spider-man may show up. With all
these rumors and “leaked” photos and videos, people will
believe anything, but should we really believe these leaks? I
think we should wait instead of hyping it up too much, just to
be disappointed; you can obviously be excited about it,
however, don’t have high expectations for the film and whether
we see the other two Spider-men or not.
While we wait for the film, some wonder what villains
we are going to see. In the first trailer, there were many hints as
to who was in it, like Sandman, Electro, The Lizard, and Green
Goblin. At the very end of the trailer, we saw Doc Ock played
by Alfred Molina once again. In the second trailer for the film,
we also got confirmation of all the villains listed earlier and got
a better look at costume/design change. Many people were
happy with Electro’s change as his lighting, which was blue in
The Amazing Spider-man 2, is now yellow and more comic
accurate. It seems he got a hold of Stark Tech in the final shot.
While there was not much change to many other
characters, Marvel did age down Alfred Molina to make him
look how he did in the Tobey Maguire Spider-man movies;
some people pointed out he looks a little younger and they
changed The Lizard’s face to be more reptilian rather than
human-like. I have been excited about this film since it was
announced in 2019. The date for the film has been pushed back
many times, making many people anxious and more excited for
it. Spider-Man: No Way Home comes out on December 17,
2021.

Adele’s Newest Album: 30
By Imari Bright

Are you a diehard Adele fan? Me too! As of November 19th, Adele released her newest album, 30. This album carries
themes of heartbreak (which is what Adele is most known for), hope, and acceptance. The album has 12 songs that are said to
address Adele’s divorce, struggles as a mother, and the scrutiny of fame. Adele wrote 30 when she was 30 years old and
prepared for three years to share her heartbreaking yet powerful hardships with us.
In 30, Adele's songs range from as little as 2 minutes and 41 seconds to 6 minutes and 43 seconds. I made a list of my top
five songs from her album that I have rated from a 1, which would be my least favorite, to a 10, being the one I love the most.
Her song “All Night Parking,” which is a song about “the intoxicating feeling of falling for someone new,” I rated a 10/10. I
think she ideally described what it feels like to fall for someone. My favorite line from the song would have to be “I'm so hard
to impress, don't leave me on this stretch alone,” which, to me, sounds like she’s worried the person she’s falling for may not
meet her expectations.
The song “My Little Love” is being talked about on a lot of social media right now because the song features Adele and
her son, Angelo, lightly going over her divorce from his father. I think any song that includes an interlude where the artist talks
is a great song. In this song, there are multiple interludes where Adele is heard speaking to her son. She explains how she’s
feeling and that she loves her son’s dad because he gave her the gift of having a son. My favorite line from this song would have
to be at the end of the song where she says that “Today is the first day since I left him that I feel lonely and I never feel lonely, I
love being on my own”
The two songs above are just a small insight into my feelings towards this album. Ever since 30 came out, I haven’t been
able to stop myself from listening to it on repeat. I think this album really gives us a deeper understanding of the things Adele
has been struggling with lately while being on her own (with the exception of her child) in this new chapter of her life. If you
haven’t had the chance to listen to her new album, it’s about time to go check it out RIGHT NOW.

My Top 5 Songs from 30 by
Adele Adkins
1. “All Night Parking”
2. “My Little Love”
3. “Cry Your Heart Out”
4. “Oh My God”
5. “To Be Loved”

Time To Snowmachine?

Three Cheers For Sweet Revenge

By Isaiah Marble

An Album by My Chemical Romance
TW: mentions of suicide
By Jeremiah Miller

At the beginning of December 2021, the conditions
for snowmachine riding are horrible. There is barely even an
inch or two on the tundra and patches of willows are still

It has been a while since I’ve talked about music, but

everywhere. On the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th of December around this is one of my favorite albums. It got me through Jr High.
This album, Three Cheers For
22.5 inches of snow was supposed to fall. So if you're reading
Sweet Revenge by My Chemical
this it is probably already time to snowmachine and there is
Romance, was originally a concept
plenty of snow. If this is the truth, you need to make sure your
album following a song on their
machine is in peak condition. By this I mean you have enough
last album called “Demolition
oil, gas, and a charged battery.
Lovers,” which is a story about
With this snow falling, you have to take extra
lovers who are gunned down. The
precautions. There are going to be snowdrifts and holes all
man is taken to hell without his
around. The best option is to stick to the best-made trails or at lover and made a deal with the
least bring a snowmachine shovel. A lot of soft powdered
devil to see her again. He has to kill a thousand evil men, but
what he doesn't know is that the last evil man is himself.
snow is going to be everywhere, so that means no sudden
The album still follows this concept somewhat, however
stopping or gunning your throttle because that is the easiest
the most popular song off of the album, “Helena,” is about
way to get stuck. Even if you are not going fast and you just
self-hatred and the pain the lead singer felt after losing his
stop in a soft powdery spot your machine will sink. Some
grandmother while struggling with alcohol addiction. It also
essential tools to have with you are a snowmachine shovel,
deals with very serious and inappropriate topics like suicide and
electrical/duct tape, rope, hot hand warmers, extra gas/oil for
some sexual content. If you’re feeling rebellious or feeling
longer trips, a small tarp, and spark plugs.
down, I recommend this album so you can feel all the teenage
angst.

Is Revenge Justifiable?
By Della Medlin

Revenge is a universal cycle of destruction. Powered by envy, anger, and shame; driven by a burning itch of
vengeance. In society, when someone does something to hurt you, your natural reaction is to do it back. However, it
is morally wrong to “get even.” Instead of the pleasure you desired seconds before your action, in some people’s
eyes, you are now just as bad as the person who committed the offense in the first place. Revenge is never justified,
yet some perspectives condone an eye for an eye. Traditionally speaking, our elders believe that revenge is not
necessary. There is no way you can grow as a person if you're busy being filled with hate and anger. For every act of
revenge, karma is present either way.
For example, if you are in a situation where others are causing harm, you need to react to your environment.
There are situations where you need to act upon your own morals; sometimes, revenge is not enough to repair what
caused you harm and will only cause you more pain and guilt. You don't see each side of the story, so you have to
consider others' daily lives and their motives. “Two negatives, don't make a positive.” With that being said, do you
still think revenge is justifiable?

Ouran High School Host Club

Hoisin Glazed Pork Chops

By Noah Scott

By Simeon Bobby

Ouran High School is a school in an anime that is one
season long with 26 episodes. They are planning on a second
season, and there are also
mangas (these are comics
or books if you didn’t
know). Ouran High School
is a school for the rich, but
Haruhi got in with her
smarts. In the first episode,
she accidentally broke a
vase that was worth 8
million yen ($72,600).
What will they do next? I personally rate it a 10/10 because
it’s a great anime and they show cool places and buildings.

Serves 4
Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Calories: 181
Ingredients
● 4 pork chops, boneless (about 2 lbs)
● 3/4 tsp Salt
● 2 tbsp Sesame oil
● 2 Garlic cloves, minced
● 2 tsp Ginger, minced
● ⅓ cup Hoisin sauce
● 2 tbsp Rice vinegar
● 2 tbsp Water
Directions
1. In a small saucepan set over medium heat, simmer the
garlic, ginger, hoisin, rice vinegar, and water, whisking
occasionally for about 4 minutes until the mixture is fully
combined. Set aside.
2. Lightly salt pork chops. Heat the sesame oil in a large
skillet over high heat. Once the oil is smoking, place the
pork chops in the skillet. Cook without turning until well
browned, about 3-4 minutes on each side (adjust timing
based on how thick your pork chop is).
3. When an instant-read thermometer inserted into the
thickest part registers 135°F, remove the pork chops from
the pan. Transfer to a cutting board and let rest for 5
minutes.
4.
Serve with hoisin sauce drizzled over top.

Why Kinder Eggs Are Illegal in the U.S.
By Jimi Teesateskie

Do you remember what kinder eggs are? Well if you do, they are actually
illegal all over the U.S today. As of 2016 they officially banned kinder surprise eggs,
due to many kids choking on little toys in the eggs. The FDA or (food and drug
administration) had collected over 60,000 eggs in only a few weeks all over the U.S.
The FDA still finds kinder eggs every day. Hundreds of thousands of eggs are sent
into the food and drug administration yearly. In Europe, kinder eggs are very
popular for many kids. Border protection and U.S. customs report that you will be
fined if you try to ship kinder eggs to the U.S. The FDA tested many eggs, and designated the eggs as a non-nutritive objects,
due to small toys that cause a choking hazard.

Alaska’s Hidden Gem
By Della Medlin

Alysa Horn is a former alumnus from Kodiak, Alaska, and a well-known coach throughout our state. Ever since she
picked up a basketball at eight years old, her dedication and passion for the game have taken her on a successful journey. When
interviewed, she expressed the hardship and reality of being a professional athlete and collegiate coach. As she balanced being a
student-athlete and challenges along the way, she persevered and followed her dreams. Playing professionally overseas, in
Germany for two years and Australia for one, she then pursued a new career as the University of Alaska Anchorage Women’s
coach for four years. Her passion for helping others get better motivated her to become the Make it yourself and Superhero
Coalition founder. She is constantly hosting clinics and camps to craft the raw talent in Alaska.
Both of her foundations are dedicated to helping young athletes make themselves better and overcome challenges to be
the best. After having the opportunity to be coached and mentored by Ms. Horn, I learned many valuable lessons. I learned that
you need more than just talent; you need to be a progressive player and teammate. This means taking the time out of your life to
put extra time in at the gym. You need to be a coachable player and a leader towards the other players. She taught me that you
have to stay hungry and crave greatness for yourself and your team no matter what. This will create a ripple effect, and soon
everyone will want to get better. Step out of your comfort zone! You can't grow as a person if you're content with being
comfortable and never wanting to get better. If you haven't already learned, Alaska should be very thankful to have such an
amazing woman who knows and values the game. Ms. Horn’s last thoughts for being the best you can be are: “Don't give up,
ask for help, and set goals every day in life; it'll make it easier to achieve your goals.”
**The views and opinions expressed in the Nanook News are that of the authors. They do not reflect the opinions
and views of Nome-Beltz Middle High School or Nome Public Schools.

